
The Torch “Generations Growing in 
Faith for more than 75 years!”

St. Dominic
Parish

Delhi Township, 
OH

June 2019

Pastor’s Desk
I grew up with Bob Sahnd at St. William. He was a few grades behind me. He was a special 
person! Kindness was his special quality even in his youth. I never heard him say an unkind 
word about anyone. One of the blessings for me is that he and Frankie were members of 
this parish. I treasure celebrating the Eucharist with him every day here at St. Dominic. At 
his funeral, Bob’s daughter wrote these words of remembrance. My prayer is that they will 
inspire you as they did me.

– Fr. Jim

Good Morning Everyone,

Before we begin the Mass today, I’d like to spend just a few moments sharing some thoughts about my 
dad. Although it is hard to attempt to sum up the life of a man that you’ve known for almost 48 years, 
and one that many of you have known for even longer than me, I’m going to do my best.

First, I’ll start with thank you. My dad was the ultimate gentleman, and he’d be the first to thank you 
all. Thank you for being here with us today, and more importantly thank you for being a part of my 
dad’s life. The outpouring of love and support that we have had in the past few days, and your presence 
here, is proof of the kind of man my dad was. Thank you to everyone who has supported my parents, 
especially over the last few years, as Dad battled the medical issues that began to take over parts of his 
body and mind. From Dr. Leisgang and Vicky, to the Bayley Day and Home Care Services (especially 
Ashley and Kim), to June and Pete, and Bush and Amy, and to the countless friends who have visited, 
prayed for, and helped in so many ways. You have all been a lifeline for my dad, and for my mom, too. 
And to Mom, thank you for so many things, but mostly for tirelessly fighting to give Dad the best 
quality of life he could have. 

Mom has commented to me over the last day or two – “Kris, everyone just says… he was just the nicest 
man.” And that he was. He was such a lifelong and loyal friend. And the perfect Westsider and Elder 
alum. As many of you know, I moved away from Cincinnati more than 18 years ago. When you grow 
up a Westsider and stay forever, like 99% of you do, I don’t know if you realize how special the place is, 
and how unique the relationships and lifelong connections are – because it’s just how it’s always been. 
But for me, because I happened to be in that 1% who ventured out, I can assure you that the friendships, 
extended families, connections, relationships and love that you are able to create here doesn’t often 
exist in the same way outside of this area. My husband, Paul, would joke that Dad and Mom would 
update me on all the “goings on” from back home, and he would ask “how do they know all of those 
things? Who are all those people? How do they keep up with it all?” And my answer is always – it’s 
just a Westside thing. They see these people all the time, and everyone keeps up with grade school and 
high school friends and families. And my dad knew everyone, checked in on everyone. Asked how their 
families were. Knew everyone’s name. And always asked with a big heart and a warm smile.

And most of you know how much Dad loved Elder High School. Another special place. And a uniquely 
special class that he was a part of – the Class of 1961. I’m certain the mold was broken with that class. 
What a great group of men – ones who have supported and continue to support each other in good times 
and in bad. They were the class that would plan their 5-year reunion, and enjoyed it so much, they’d 
meet the week following the reunion to start planning the next. And Dad was always right there helping 
to plan the party.

If you know anything about my parents at all, you know that “eating in” was seldom an option. Going 
out to restaurants, whether it be with friends or June and Pete or just the two of them, was a huge part of 
their lives. They pretty much had every restaurant covered, at least on this side of town. And of course, 
they had their favorite stops – Price Hill Chili, Nick & Tom’s, Maury’s for a very long time, Kennings 
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and Prima Vista for a special treat. And even in the recent years, when it would have been easier to stay home than go out – 
there they were at all the favorites. In fact, you wouldn’t believe how many people told me they saw him at Price Hill Chili 
on Friday night, the night before he passed. Mom said he was always better out and being around people. Because that’s who 
he was.

And when Mom started paying the bills when Dad’s eyesight was failing him, although they didn’t disagree much, he was 
always concerned that she didn’t give enough of a tip. He is known to be quite the good “tipper” in these parts – but it was 
because he didn’t look at the waiters or waitresses as just that. He treated them with respect, considered them friends, knew 
their names, knew their families, talked about their lives. And he wanted to always be sure he took care of them.

Dad made friends with everyone. He never met a stranger. Even our neighbors and friends in Pittsburgh loved my dad, and 
always enjoyed when he and Mom would come for a visit. And Dad would ask questions about them when we talked, checking 
in on them and asking about their kids. But Dad had some really special lifelong friends. When I think of Dad, I will always 
think of Bush, who is the most dedicated and loyal friend a man could ever have – more like a brother than a friend. Bush – 
there is no way to adequately thank you for what you have meant to Dad and Mom and me these last few years. Many of his 
closest friends are here today. It’s because of grade school and high school that they met, but it’s the life they lived together 
long after that created the golfer group, tennis group, card club, breakfast bunch, Steeple Chasers, and more. And there are 
some friends who left us before him who are the lucky ones because they get to greet him again and welcome him now – - and 
it probably goes without saying that one of them better have a darn good Manhattan ready for him, because he’s waited an 
awfully long time for that! 

My dad was a family man, just plain and simple. A good, dedicated, honest, faithful family man. He adored my mom. Always 
a gentleman, he held every door for her. And even when she had to start dropping him at the door and going to park the car 
herself, he always waited by the door to ensure she got in safely. Growing up, my parents seldom argued, never raised their 
voices. They weren’t avoiding anything. They honestly had nothing to argue about. Mom said they never argued for the 
first 48 years of marriage. The last 3 have been tough on both of them, but that is only because of the medical challenges that 
affected both his body and mind. He worried about Mom constantly – “she’s doing too much, she’s working too much, she 
needs to slow down.” But most of all, he just loved her. They complemented each other so well.

I think it’s safe to say I was his favorite daughter… fortunately, I didn’t have any competition! His face lit up when I came 
into a room or came for a visit. And a hug from Dad meant the world to me, especially as I got older. He constantly would ask 
my mom “have you talked to Kris?” Even though I lived away, he pretty much ensured a daily check in to make sure “I was 
ok”, even just to be sure I had texted Mom that day. The thing is – I don’t have one bad memory of Dad thinking back. He was 
just always there – loving me, supporting me, being proud of me, worrying about me, unconditionally loving me. I guess the 
competition only came into play when we gave him his grandchildren. I’ll never forget his face when he got to meet Sofia and 
Maria for the first time. And when the girls would come running to the car when Mom and Dad visited, or when they ran 
into the house here when we came to Cincinnati, he was just so happy. 

We were very blessed to be able to have Mom and Dad in our new home in Richmond for Thanksgiving this past year. As you 
know, Dad’s health was fragile, and we had to pray hard that everything was going to work to get them on a plane and to our 
house. I wasn’t sure how it was going to go. But Paul said to me – “I want your parents to be able to come to our new house, 
see where we live now, see how well the kids are adjusting, enjoy some peaceful time where you can help your Mom with his 
care. Your dad needs to see that ‘we are OK, the girls are OK.’ And the girls need to have family in our new house and be able 
to share that with their grandparents.” Though the week was not without its challenges, it was such a peaceful time, and I’m 
so happy and thankful that they were there. I was hoping that it wasn’t the last time that he’d be able to come, but I always 
knew it was a possibility. And I am lucky enough to be able to have a lasting memory of my dad, sitting in his favorite chair 
(that he claimed immediately), looking out into the backyard, and humming along to the music of Frank Sinatra and Patsy 
Cline.

And importantly, my dad was a man of strong faith. Church was never optional, but for him it was more than that. When he 
retired, he went to daily Mass, and enjoyed it so much. He carried a rosary in his pocket for many years. He still participated 
in Steeple Chasers once a month with his 61ers, where they went to a different church for Mass once a month, then enjoyed 
a meal together. He held onto his faith until the very end. Even when it would be easier not to go, they just adjusted and 
started to go to Bayley for Mass, which was a bit more accommodating for him. My dad had a couple of habits that became 
very important for me to watch for, as the difficulties for him and Mom continued to climb. And the two I was most keen on 
were the ones at Mass. First, he held hands with Mom and me during the Lord’s Prayer. And when we finished the prayer, he 
always gave my hand a couple of extra squeezes. And I always knew that it was “ok” because he continued to do that. I now 
do that with my own girls when we pray at Mass, and they know that’s because of Grandpa. And the second thing he did was 
after Communion, during the meditation when they’d sit down, he always held Mom’s hand. And even though the days were 
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long and hard, I’d still see him grab her hand after Communion, and I thought “it’s still OK.”

When your partner in life or your parent is going through a longer term, chronic and incurable illness, I think you attempt to 
prepare yourself for when things may get harder, or when that loved one may pass away. But, the way Dad left, it was actually 
so sudden and unexpected. But in that moment, my dad was 100% Bob. When his mind and body started to fail him, he was still 
there in the end, and he knew. He knew that we were going to have to make some very difficult decisions in the not too distant 
future about his care. And he knew that it was almost unbearable for us to do. And in the end, as he did in life, he put us first, 
before himself. And in that, he gave us his ultimate gift and sacrifice. He took care of us and took that weight from our shoulders.

And so, in closing, I ask of you today during our Mass in celebration of Dad, during the Our Father, hold your loved one or 
friend’s hand, and give them an extra squeeze. And during the meditation, maybe hold your partner’s hand. And know that it’s 
Dad/ Bob/ Bobby/ Gravel saying he’s OK. And we’re all going to be OK. 

Rest easy DAD. You deserve it. I’ve never been more sure of where you are and that you are OK.

Krista Sammartino, Daughter

May They Rest in The Peace of the Lord
Please pray for the repose of the souls of the following parishioners, as they have entered eternal life. 
Theresa Eagan, wife of Kevin Eagan, mother of Katie and Jon Downing and Michael and Megan Eagan.
Stephen Weber, husband of Karen Weber, father of Kirsten and Rachel Weber.
Marjorie Lacher, mother of Timothy Raymond Lacher.
Donald Day, husband of Janet Day and father of Joanna Day and Julie and Dre Smith.

COMMUNITY DINNER

June 20, 2019
5:00-6:30 p.m.

In O’Connor Hall 
Hope to see everyone there!

Goldenaires
Join us for a picnic at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 11 at Delhi Floral Gardens Gazebo on Greenwell Avenue. We will 
have brats and metts, sides, games and prizes. The cost is $7. Reserve with Marie at 910-3938 by June 9. The rain 
location is O’Connor Hall.

2019 Wedding Anniversaries
Married couples celebrating a significant wedding anniversary (25, 40, 50, 60, 65, 70, 75) in 2019 
are invited to request a congratulatory certificate from Archbishop Schnurr. Visit the Office for 
Marriage & Family Life at www.catholiccincinnati.org, click Ministries and Offices, click Marriage 
and Family Life or call 421-3131, ext. 2601 before June 21 to request your certificate.
These certificates will be sent to the St. Dominic Parish Office. We will keep them until our 
Anniversary Mass celebration in October.

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY MASS – In addition to receiving a certificate from Archbishop Schnurr, married 
couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary in 2019 are invited to a Golden Anniversary Mass on August 3, 
2019, 4:30 p.m. at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral, Bishop Joseph Binzer, Celebrant. Registration for the Mass occurs 
during the certificate request (above).
ST. DOMINIC ANNIVERSARY MASS – Here at St. Dominic we will also celebrate our Anniversary Couples. This 
usually takes place in October at 9:30 a.m. Mass. If you will be celebrating a 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th, 65th, 70th and 75th 
Wedding Anniversary in 2019, please contact the Parish Office at 471-7741, ext. 0 no later than June 14.
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2019 Guide Book and Directory
In the Fall of 2019, St. Dominic Parish will publish a new Guide Book and Directory that will contain important 
information about the Parish. Included in the book will be a listing of all the households that are registered in the 
Parish and all the Ministries that are available for you to join so that you may share your gifts with your parish 
family. Each household will receive a free copy.

UPDATE INFORMATION – We are updating the Parish records for our Guide Book and Directory. Have you 
moved? Changed your phone number? Have you gotten rid of your home phone? If you have made any changes 
in the last year, we need to update your record. School Families: Updates made through the school do not get 
updated in the Parish Office. Please make changes below and return to the Parish Office. 

We realize that some parishioners might not want to have their name, address and phone number included in 
this Directory. If you do not return this form, we will include the information that we presently have. If you have 
notified the Parish Office that you no longer have a home phone and have given us a cell phone number, your cell 
phone number will be included in the Guide Book. 

Please check the number (1-4) below that corresponds to your wishes.
_____ 1) Please include my name, address and home/cell number
_____ 2) Please include my name and address, but not my home/cell number 
_____ 3) Please include my name but not my address or home/cell number 
_____ 4) Please do not include my name, address, or home/cell number in the Directory

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address___________________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________________________________________________

State _______________________________________________________ Zip ________________________________

Home/Cell Phone Number (  ) ________________________________

We thank you for your cooperation! Please drop this form in the collection basket, deliver it to the parish office, 
or mail it to us so we receive it by June 14, 2019. If you have any questions, or would like to verify your name, 
address and telephone number listing, please call the Parish Office at 471-7741, ext. 0. Thanks!!

St. Vincent De Paul Bundle Sunday
Are there items cluttering up your home that you know someone else would likely be able to use? Don’t you 
wish there was an easy way to connect your items to those who want them, without going out of your way? 
You’re in luck! St. Vincent de Paul will have a truck in the parking lot after Masses on June 22 and 23 to accept 
your tax-deductible donations of gently-used clothing and household items. Clear your clutter by bringing 
items you no longer use and help needy families. Receipts for tax purposes will be provided.

St. Dominic Parish Family Picnic

Who? All Parishioners Are Invited! 
What? Free Admission

Where? Stricker’s Grove
When? Friday, July 26

Look for more information in the weekly bulletin and the July TORCH.
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May Crowning
The students and staff at St. Dominic School paid homage to the Blessed Mother, Mary, with May Crowning 
on Friday, May 3. 

St. Dominic Tuition Credit Program 
Supporting the tuition credit program is easy with Kroger community rewards and 
Amazonsmile. These programs are an easy way to help the tuition credit program earn 
money.
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) is a website operated by Amazon that offers the same 
selection of products as Amazon.com. However, when you shop at AmazonSmile, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable 
organization selected by customers. There is no cost to you! You only have to remember to shop 

at smile.amazon.com and St. Dominic students benefit! You can search “St. Dominic Cincinnati” on AmazonSmile, 
or simply visit https://smile.amazon.com/ch/31-0538541 or https://amzn.to/2Nb2qtY to set your charitable 
organization to St. Dominic. 

The Kroger Community Rewards Program was designed to support organizations by 
simply using your Kroger Plus Card! If you are not already enrolled, sign up right away to 
start earning rewards for the St. Dominic Tuition Credit Program.
1.) Sign in or create an account at krogercommunityrewards.com
2.) Click on Enroll Now 
3.) Under “Find Your Organization” enter 80206 (St. Dominic R. C. Parish School)
4.) Click on school name.
5.) You’ll receive confirmation that you’ve enrolled. 
Your purchases will begin earning rewards within 7-10 business days after registering your Kroger Plus Card. 
If you have any questions about either program or need assistance getting your account linked, please contact 
Rachel Lahni (rachel@lahni.com). Thank you for supporting the Tuition Credit Program!

Requirements for Those Volunteering with Children
As a reminder, all volunteers are required to attend one VIRTUS live training session. You can attend this training 
at any location at a date/time that works best for you. Pre-registration is required. Find training locations, 
registration details and steps to create your VIRTUS user account at www.VIRTUS.org.

The second requirement for volunteers is to complete an online background check request. Payment for this is by 
credit card or “token” at the time of your online request. Contact the organization for which you volunteer to get 
information on obtaining a token for payment. To initiate the online background check, sign in to your VIRTUS.
org user account, click the “Toolbox” tab then click the selection.com background check link. Contact the Parish 
Office at 471-7741, ext. 0 with questions.
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Congratulations
St. Dominic 

Class of 2019


